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ASHLAND, 0., MAY 5, 18WL 


Semi Editorial. 

Brother "Noaaai's criticism" of 
Elder Quint«r*B advice to an in- 
quirer, in EvA-MiEUo-T of April 
21. is not welt taken. In the 
first plai e. Quiitter does nut in 
ttniiite that all other churches 
writ be lost, neither does lit in 
tin- end recommend inquirer lo 
hand in hi.- certificate to some 
other denomination, hut advises 
him to move to dome other 
place, where he could have fel- 
lowship with hie own people, 
an advice not at all objectionable. 
I presume it was an oversight of 
h rot her .N \iin, who in generally 
ii Bute critic. The J act is, wo 
could not recommend any ol our 
own members io hand in Iheir 
church tt'U ere to any other de- 
nomination, where there was uo 
organization of the brethren 
church, except to progressive 
Germuu Baptists, Old Order, 
River Brethren, or Brethren in 
Christ, and oveii some of these 
omit services wliieh we hold 
very sacred. There id juet this 
about this liberality matter: it 
thu ordinances and command- 
iu* nt-. ot the gospel are worth 
our obedience, then we are the 
belter by obeying them, tor to 
ohey id better than sacrifice. 
And if disobedience is ae the sin 
of witch oral t, and stubbornness is 
as iniquity and idolatry, we can- 
not take very much part in it 
without loss. I do not wish to 
condemn anybody, neither shall 
I wink at their follies, or justify 
them in iheir sliortcommiugs. 

It John Duke is the aame per- 
son us J. D. McFadeu, I don't 
ace why the same signature 
should nut be used. Unneces- 
sary contusion is superfluity. "A 
Lint,'' ie. 

I was glad lo hear from sister 
Annie Wolte, in last week's 
Evasuelist. We should hear 
from Ualiiornia more frequent! v. 

Tue Gospel Messenger ol last 
week publishes Urn. McFaden's 
traci headed ! "Why honest Con- 
servatives should join the Breth- 
ren church,' with only brief 
comment. 1 don't believe that 
most oi their readers will un- 
derstand it. Those who do may 
be profiled by its perusal. Those 
who do nut, may suffer injury. 
Brother .MeFaden is puling out 
some good tract*, and merits the 
puli ullage and assistance of the 
brethren and bisters who have 
■MM 

I had Ihe pleasure ol meeting 
brother Alvin Cober, ot Q leu- 
ford, Ohio, at North Liberty, 
last Siiuduy and heard him 
preach two good sermons. lie 
is magnifying his office, lie re- 
port* peace and harmony among 


the Brethren at Glenford, bat 
thinks tbe Duukard cause lost 
prestige by the late discussion 
on baptism, between Silas Hoov- 
er, German Baptists and German 
Reformed minister. Brother 
Hoover can preach, but he ought 
to know better than to undertake 
to debate. Brother Cober ex- 
pects to take a trip east about 
tbe firat of June. Some predict 
that there will be more of him 
when he returns, but be didn't say 
anything to me. He might let 
hie beard grow. 

In the subject ol doctrinal 
preaching, I would remind the 
Brethren that non-swearing, 
and- war, againat suing at law, 
paying promptly all honeat debts, 
opposition to all secret oathbeund 
societies, are ancient favorite 
doctrines ot the Brethren, and 
fouuded on tbe Gospel. Our 
ministers should preach tbem 
fearlessly and dilligeutly, culti- 
vate the sentiment. Gospel 
preaching will disseminate them 
aa surely ae it will those of trine 
immersion, Lord's Supper, feet- 
washing, Salutation, &c. Our 
creed is "the whole gospel." 

I have not met with much en- 
couragement in my college work 
lately, and am feeling rather dis- 
couraged ; but I still pray and 


h armony fif action in providing. 
nmasur fla for m>lf-protec T|0[|| pnd 
tha n».ffnlAti oa of commerce. 
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hope and work, 
reap? When? 


When shall I 
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Three Divine Societies, 

One ot the faults id all civilized 
countries is too many societies. 
There are labor societies, mer- 
cantile societies, puliiical socie- 
ties, army societies, fanner so- 
cieties and benevolent societies — 
societies, almost without number, 
| all ot which have for their spe- 
cial object I hi* benefit ot an elect 
class, without any effort in the 
direction of reliving distress out- 
aide ot prescribed hounds. 

Organizations of different 
kinds are useful lor special ob- 
ject, and it is not our purpose to 
maintain a position against such 
bodies ; but to elaborate the view 
that our nutiou aud the world 
would be better off without any 
standing societies in addition to 
those divinely authorized. By 
standing societies we moan those 
that have laws aud regulations 
that continue uuchanged iu their 
main teatures, through decades 
aud centuries, aud are the bind 
ing cords ot brotherhoods. 

God has appointed three so- 
cieties f or th e benef it and entire 
government of m en. Tlieseju,jjt 
lyevery demand For permanent 


organizations and general broth- 
and affi i rd ample 


eKioo3s ! _aniJ atiora ample room 
for the exercise of every redeem- 
lug trait ot human character and 
the legitimate cultivation of 
every propensity amTsenti meut. 
T^heaa societies are the Family, 
the Slate and the Church. JTkey 
bear the impress ot Divinity, and 


itaelf and in no way interfere 
with the duties that may be 
proper to assume iu the remain- 
ing two. The State isaaori ejji- 


that is neceaaar j. to provide toj . .taking the paper who should, and 


of 


State, 


p osed to assaults _th a t [t woiild 
hajjnahle to withstand, andihere 

WOUld _ tlfl "" -r"°ra.iTqq .if BUfilir. 
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oed ha ppiness and protection of 


poaseasjiiiia— The latter is, there 
fore, only subservient to the 
former. 

The Chnrch society ie ao com- 
prehensive, that a volume would 
be required to describe the works 
which it comprises. There can 
be no act ol benevolence or 
veneration, no hope or spiritual 
impulse, uo deed ot equity or jus- 
tice, uo manifestation of ( philan- 
thropic love or relieving sympa- 
thy, no strength of patience or 
power ot example that is not 
fully authorized by the law from 
the Divine Hand, and encourag- 
ed by the Church. 

These vhree are in perfect 
harmony with one auother, and 
meet every requirement ot man. 
All other societies are disturbing 
etemeuta, and promote one series 
ot good works or sources ot hap- 
piness to the abandonment of 
others. The sociefy of State, in 
its entirety, can have no other 
ultimate purpose than tbe pro- 
tection and promotion of the 
Home, in earth; uud the church 
can have uo other ultimate pur- 
pose than protection and promo- 
lion tor a home iu heaven. 

Loyalty in all theae eocieties 
by the masses would obviate 
every necessity of other societies, 
and nil. in I to all every benefit 
that earth and heaven can confer. 


campaign or revival for a year 
and we want to have one now. 
There are many members of the 
Brethren Church who are not 


we need their patronage, and we 
invite all lovers of the cause and 
onr well-wishers to offer us a 
he I pi -g hand in placing the pape r 
in their homes. 


they are j*st_aparijjy jthe_gre at 
Master Builder that man 's exis "1 " 
t cnr.c , mi g ht be one of con ten t- 
ment and p leasure. All other 
permanent societies having a 
common rule of action, infringe, 
more or less, upon the liberties, 
privileges aud happiness of in- 
dividuals who are not concerned 
therein, or amenable to the laws 
of union. 

The Family is the smallest 
form of government there is in 
the divine order, and when its 
rules of action are framed with 
prudence and wisdom, the most 
beautiful strains of eloquence 
can only approach the actual in 
description. It is complete in 


. A Small Piece. 

We are in receipt of a letter 
from Missouri, which read like 
this : 

Editob Hhkthiikn Evahoslist: 
— I found a small piece ot your paper 
not long ago, and liked to read what 1 
could of it." 

Stamps were enclosed with 
directioue for a few sample copies. 

Now there is no telling what 
may grow out of this little inci- 
dent. When tbe man gets the 
sample copies, they may not 
please him and he will lay tbem 
aside and derive no benefit from 
them, and they may prove to be 
means that will benefit his soul. 

The small piece of Evangelist 
that he found may be the inatru 
ment that God has used to lead 
him from ain to righteousness, or 
from a profession that does not 
satisfy his conscience to one that 
does. We wait to see whether 
any good thing is to come from 
it. 

There are peculiar things hap- 
pening in the world. No one 
can tell what a stray bit of paper 
may do, or what a good word 
cast to the breezes may bring 
about. A little tract committed 
lo the wind may be a seed that 
will full into the good ground of 
some nun's heart aud yield an 
abundant harvest. 

There is ample room tor the 
moat humble of the Lord's child- 
ren to do a good work by casting 
crumbs of truth about the earth. 


Onr (Jrievanres 

During the winter and spring 
several ot our correspondents had 
much to say about their personal 
enemies, diseases and general 
calamities, and several times tbe 
Evanuelist seemed to have uo 
other xi ipc in I mission than to be 
an instrument to get revenge on 
that "Mother Church," and cer- 
tain individuals. 

The place which we occupy 
gives us certain privileges, but 
we believe in freedom ot speech 
iu the broadest sense when it ie 
within the bounds of consistency, 
and we have allowed more liber- 
ty in that direction that was 
pleasing to us ; hence our griev- 
ance. 

Now we kindly ask of all our 
contributors to assist us in pub- 
lishing a paper the remaining 
mouths of this year for the glory 
ot God and the interests of the 
church iu the fullest sense. If 
you are misrepresented in a way 
that the came will suffer, tell 
truth without criminating 
your assailant, and if it does 
not particularly concern the 
cause, answer it ae did the Apos- 
tle Paul, in a tew words : " — did 
me much evil : the Lord reward 
him according to his works." 

We want to be going on to 
perfection, and if we stay around 
and quarrel with the opposition 
or uuy body else, we will come 
out just as the lost traveler did — 
where we started. 

Now brethren, send ua pure, 
clean correspondence and essays, 
full of the goodness of God, and 
demonstration of the power of 
an endless life. We have bad no 


Another Inquirer. 
Here is another sister who is 
not fully satisfied with her re- 
ligious connection, aud is puzzel- 
ed to know just what the doctrine 
of the Brethren church ie, and 
how we do. 

Dear itHE'i'niiKN : The loaaou why 
1 call you si i is because 1 think we are 
one in the fuitli although I am a mem- 
ber of the German Baptist church. 
But I do not see as they do. 1 do not 
believe in man- matte theeriss. 1 think 
the Testament is sudielsut for onr 
guide, and new t want lu knew the 
faith of the Brethren. 1 have been 
told so many limes about them. Some 
Buy their merubsr follow all Hie foolish 
fasliioiiB of Hie world, such as ruffles, 
f---.it hern, flowers, jewelry ; and do not 
believe in plainess at all. Mow breth- 
ren 1 want to know whether it is false 
or not. Some say they will not receive 
a member from the German llaplist 
church without bu-jtmng them. Is 
that so or not '/ I am asking questions 
now, so that I witt know what I am 
talking about. H. A. C. 

We advise every body who do 
not wish to follow the rules of 
Christian conduct made by men, 
who are io tbe church specified 
above, to come out and take a 
stand tor the Gospel alone ; aud 
when we say Gospel, we mean 
the New Testament acriptures. 
The true followers ol Chriat al- 
ways accepted them as a aufficient 
rule of belief and practice, and 
ao they are now. If people want 
to follow rules of conduct made 
by men, then let them remaiu 
therein. 

There are some peraous who 
claim to belong to tbe Brethren 
church who follow too mauy 
fooiiah fashions, and have too 
many ruffles and flowers some- 
times to be good-looking and 
consistent Christians, and we 
we wish it was not bo: but the 


Brethren cburch is just as strong 
an advocate of plainness of drees 
aa any other cburch in the world, 
any atatement to the contrary is 
talse. A few other eh urchea 
show more plainness, but that ie 
enforced plainness in many 
cases — making plain the outside 
while the heart is full of pride 
and vanity — and is more censur- 
able than allowing the outside to 
show what ie in the heart. 

So far as the dress question ia 
concerned, we can find nothing 
that will commend the German 
Baptists rather than the Breth- 
ren. Right here in this Jerusa- 
lem of Conservatism, we oc- 
casionally see German Baptist 
sisters wear hate — don't remem- 
whetber there were flowers on or 
not — and ruffled dresses, puckers 
aud flounces, etc., arranged with 
the best taste. These sietera 
looked exquisitely handsome, 
but they did not obey the Min- 
utes. If we would judge the 
German Baptist church by those 
sisters, we would call it a proud 
cburch, and say its members 
were dressed aa though they 
were going to the theatre, which 
would be false and mean. So 
the one who says the Brethren 
church is not for plainness be- 
cause it cannot keep all its mem- 
bers as plain as they ought to be 
from (be prompting* of their own 
singleness ot heart, speaks that 
which ie false. Let us all pray 
for more humbloneaa of heart. 

The Brethren everywhere ac- 
knowledge the baptism given by 
German Baptiats aa valid, aud 
that report that the Brethren re- 
baptize such brethren before re- 
ceiving them into church tellow- 
ahip is wholly untrue, and a 
wicked misrepresentation. 


NOTICE. 

Subscribers desiring their address 
changed should give the old with 
the new address. 

See that the proper credit ia print- 
ed with your name on your paper. 
Th is will answer as a receipt. Wh en 
your subscription expires, please fa- 
vor us with a prompt renewal. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Bro. Lee Haldeman, and fami- 
ly, have returned from Philadel- 
phia to Hastings, Neb. 


The proposed Lovefeaat to be 
held by the North Liberty church* 
has been postpoued until a more 
suitable time. 


One more was added to the 
church at Graveltou, Ind., on 
Easter. 

There are some thoughts 
worthy of "salting down" in Bro. 
Montgomery's article on Conver- 
aion. 


We thank brother A. M. Rid- 
enour for hia postal card com- 
munication. Th-'t is cburch 
news put up us we like to see it. 
It tells much in a few words^ — a 
aweet crumb. Can we hear from 
all the churches in that way ? 

The experience meeting on 
tobacco and t.fju«r is getting in- 
teresting. We begin to feel like 
telling ours. 

The Brethren at Waterloo, 
Iowa, organized their S. S. 
achool three weeks ago, with fine 

prospects. 

Bro. Bauman offers some testi- 
mony in this number in favor of 
tbe late spring aeaaon as tbe best 
time to hold revival aervicea. 
At least the epricg is a more con- 
genial time, and ia much less 
injurious to the health of the peo- 


